Chapitre 2 Study Guide

· Study all past vocabulary words, especially the words on pg 73

· Using  the verb avoir (to have)
J’ai = I have


Nous avons = We have

Tu as = You have

Vous avez = You have

Il a = He is


Ils ont = They have (boys or boys and girls)

Elle a = She is


Elles ont = They have (girls only)

You will use the verb “avoir” when talking about having a class:

· Tu as quels cours aujourd’hui? = What classes do you have today?

· J’ai français le matin. = I have French in the morning.

· Numbers

Make sure that you are familiar with your numbers from 0-59. Remember that after 21, you put a dash between the numbers:


22 = vingt-deux


34 = trente-quatre

But that 21, 31, 41, and 51 do not use a dash, and have three words:


21 = vingt et un


31 = trente et un


41 = quarante et un


51 = cinquante et un
· Telling the time of your classes

Telling time in French is very different from English. First of all they do not say “o’clock”. When they tell time, they use the same 12 hour clock that we use. But when they tell the time of a class, movie, store hours, or transportation (flights or bus schedules), they use military time only.
Finally, you need to say the word “heures” (hour) between the hour and the minutes.


8:00 huit heures


9:10 neuf heures dix


10:04 dix heures quatre


11:30 onze heures trente

For one o’clock, you use “heure” in the singular form, and you say “une” which is the feminine form. For one minute, you use the masculine form “un”


1:00 une heure


1:01 une heure un

To say that you have a class “at” a certain hour, you use “à”:

J’ai français à quatorze heures vingt. = I have French class at 2:20,

· Giving your opinion
To ask if you like something, you can use “aimer” as we learned in the last chapter, but you can also use the following expression:


Comment tu trouves ça? = What do you think of this?


Comments tu trouves la classe de français? = What do you think of French class?

To answer, you would say:

C’est facile. = It’s easy.

Study all the different answers that you can give for this (brown words on pg 73).

· Giving the date in French
There are many differences when giving the date in French. First of all, days of the week and months are not capitalized. Next the date order is different: first you say the date, and then the month. You also do not put “st,nd,rd or th” after the number, like you do in English.


Aujourd’hui est vendredi, le six décembre. = Today is Friday, December 6th.

Very important also, is the fact that the calendar week begins on a Monday and ends on Sunday. 
· Culture
French schools have a different schedule than the American one. Students have school Saturday morning, and do not have school on Wednesday afternoon. 

Class grades in school are also very different. French students go to le collège (junior high) when they are 10 or 11. They begin by entering

· 6th grade known as sixième

· 7th grade is cinquième

· 8th grade is quatrième

· 9th grade is troisième

Then they go to le lycée (high school)”

· 10th grade is known as séconde

· 11th grade is première

· 12th grade is la terminale

At the end of 12th grade, French students take a national exam, known as the baccalauréat, or le bac. They need to pass this to go to college. It is a very difficult oral and written exam that covers all major subjects. There are three major categories of baccalauréat exams: le bac general, le bac technologique, and le bac professional. Each category is divided into a more specialized series of exams, depending on a student’s chosen field of study. For example, a student specializing in literature would take the bac general littéraire, or simply le bac L.
Grades are out of 20 points:

19-20 are very hard to achieve

17-18 are considered to be very good grades

10-16 are average grades

0-9 are failing grades
